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expoſe the madneſs, which, deſpiſing the 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION 


BRIEFLY DEFENDED. 


* the eminent «ag W political 

ability, to the commanding and brilliant 
eloquence, to the comprehenſive and mighty 
mind of Burke, be it left to point out the ne- 
ceflarily ruinous conſequences of thoſe prin- 
ciples and ſyſtems, which by their wild ex- 
travagance, exciting foul revolt and frantic 
ſedition, have rendered France the theatre 
of ſuch crimes and calamities, as fill with 
horror and penetrate with compaſſion ' the 
neighbouring nations. To him be it left to 


paſt,” and reckleſs of the future, overthrows, 
every thing alteady eſtabliſhed, and attempts 
apr e by legillative authority. mali, 

Az , nnn 


* 


1 


* 


S 
Bauens, end opinions 3--20-reprobate the 


_ wickedneſs which forces its way, through 
blood and rapine, through widely extended 


public diſtreſs and private miſery, to a fan- 
cied perfection of the ſocial union; to deride 


the folly which makes deſtruction prepara- 


tory t to eſtabliſhment, which permits injuf- 
tice while it , Promiſes 3 ſecurity, and exhorts 


to rebellion Winks f it requires order and obe- 
dience. To the admired author of © The 


Reflections on the Fremen Revolution“ 
be it intruſted to elucidate, and to recom- 
mend thoſe generous principles of- loyalty 
aud honour, which actuated, tboſe graceful 


aud decorous manners which adorned, our 


Valotous and gallant forefathers. To bim 


too be given, the. taſk; of declaring, what 


Britons experimental feel and gratefully | 
acknowledge, the wiſdom diſplayed in, the 
happineſs ſecured by, the Britiſh conſtitu - 
ton. With what force of truth, with. 
what power of genius, all chis bas been 
done by him, the applauſe of the good and 1 
 the-admiration of all abundantly teſtif . 
If, with abilities far inferior, 1 preſume 2 
nde a eauſe o inſipitely higher im- 
pomence, it is not that, 1 am not duly. 1 


echdstrt * 4 
* [i 
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Se dow wnqul Tam tothe work bow un- 
worthy of the glory, of deſending the holy 
Faith of Chriſt. But to defend ſuch a cauſe 
who, of merit merely human, is not un- 
worthy, who, of powers merely human, is 

not unequal? He, whoſe lips are purified 
by. the fire of the heavenly altar, is alone 
worthy. to {peak ; he, whoſe mind is di- 
xeed by the influences of che Holy Spirit, 
is alone worthy to write, of the undoubted 
truth, of the ſublime morality, of the 
bleſſed effect of the Chriſtian Religion. 
God, who out of the mouth of infants per- 
fecteth praiſe, may give to a weak attempt 
the power of His might, and may cauſe 
even a feeble voice to be to Chriſtians, a 
ſound of alarm, exciting them to prize, ac- 
cording to its. ineſtimable value, the religion 
of their fathers, and to maintain it with 
firmneſs and zeal; ſince it is now, humanly 
ſpeaking, in imminent peril from the daring 
unpiety and the deſperate attempts of the 
French Philoſophers and Republicans, whe 
deny its truth, deſpiſe its. precepts, and pet 
ſecute its miniſters. 


Bos do che Erench Republicans, by which. 
det they ark — hoy at length 
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re France to be a Republic, and whs, 
a like the Chaos of the. Poet, bear rule in 
that embroiled empire of anarchy ; do the 
Philoſophical Republicans of France indeed 
reject the profeſſion of the Religion of Jeſus 
Chriſt? Have they indeed preſented to 
the aſtoniſhed world, what the world 
hitherto regarded as an impoſſible event, 
a monſtroùs ſcene of deliberate and autho- 
riſed national apoſtacy? Are Frenchmen, 
once ſubjects of a King denominated Moſt 
Chriſtian, and who wete then with reaſon 
proud that their Sovereign was fo. denomi- 
nated, are they become the perſecutors of 
that religion in which they hoped hereto- 
fore for eternal ſalvation? Do they ridicule 
thoſe precepts which they venerated hereto- 
fore as indiſpenſable rules of holy life? Do 
they drive from among them thoſe miniſters 
whom they reverenced heretofore, as am - 
baſſadors of their gracious Redeemer? 
_ Chriſtians ! in whom the bright and com- 
fortable beams of that light from Heaven, 
the ſon of righteouſneſs, are not quenched 
by the grofs and palpable darkneſs of infi- 
 delity, whoſe minds are not perverted by 
the pert jargon of ſelf-taught, ſelf-conceited 


KEY 


metaphyſicians, hear with indignation, that 
the philoſophy dominant in France, which, 
like the blind and darkly-working mole, 
has long been undermining your religion, 
now openly attempts to confound it, and to 
place it on the ſame level, with the impoſ- 
tures and ſuperſtitions which at different 
times have prevailed, or prevail in the ſeveral 
countries of the world: hear, with mingled 
ſorrow and deteſtation, that the whole ſpirit 
and principles of the French Revolution, the 
means by which it has been effected, and 
ſome of the acts of thoſe bodies to which the 
conduct of it has been intruſted, are repug- 
nant to the doctrines of the New Teſtament: 
and that as republicans have deſtroyed the mo- | 
narchy, philoſophers, practiſing the leſſons 
which have long been taught, have de- 
ſtroyed the Chriſtian church of France. 
They yet give indeed, to the miniſters! of 
religion a pitiful ſupport for the preſent, 


merely becauſe the people are not immedi- 


| ately. to be weaned from their prejudices; 
but, ſo ſoon as they ſhall have rendered it 
ſufficiently contemptible in the eyes of the 
people, and ſhall have prepared them for 
155 a deed, the one ſweeping. blow they 
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lt rid thenaſelves; of tlie l 
They will thus more effectually dedlare by 
deeds, what in words they do not ſcruple to 
declare, that all religions are in their minds 
equally true or falſe, all:equally- deſerving: | 
the national protection. e Sm nv 1 g 
In theſe ſereral ways-they bave attacked 
the Chriſtian religion, and by” the help: of 
power, audaciouſſy uſurped and tyrannically | 
: exerted, have ſucceeded at this time, to a'cer- 
| tein degree, i in their impious defigns 2gainft 
” ak” They wiſh to perſuade mankind that all 
weligions, aud Chriſtianity among the reſt, 
- owe their origin-and eftablifiment to the in- 
tereſted craft of prleſts, and the eredulity 
of the weak multitudes they have acted 
tbroughout their revolutionary proceedings 
in contempt of che commands of the goſpel; 
they have deſtroye@ all public þre-eminerice 
2993 national ae of the W iherd hang 
It is re that birkhedkr ce 
hl proof ſhould be brought, that the charges 
_ againſt the French philoſophers, under theſe _ 
_ ſeveral heads, are true and well-founded. 
For as philoſophers, they will glory to plead 
in the affirmative to the firſt charge; with 
vn 1 | ag * | 


( 9) 


reſpett tothe fecond, the authoritatige 0 
the aſſemblies, and the atrocities to which 
the deluded. populace bas been rouſed, are 


but too well known; and to the truth of tha 


third. charge, the facrilegious profanation of 
religious edifices, the applauſe given to Athe- 
iſtical blaſphemy, and the undiſguifed decla- 
rations to this effect of the liberal and enlicht 
ened in France, bear ample and melancholy 
teſtimony. Facts have ſpoken a plain, and 
an alarming language to the world; facts, 


which neither - Philofophers nor their ap- 
© provers would condeſcend to reconcile, even 
it it were poſſible, with an obedience, which 


they would diſdain to pracuile, to dnn 
of Chriſtianity. 

The defender therefore of the Chriſtan 
Reli gion againſt the Philoſophers and Re- 
publicans of France will ſhow, that it has a 
pure ſource, an heavenly origin, even the 
Divine benevolence ta man; that it has a: 


divine revelation and authority for the ſup- 


poxt of its credibility; that it entirely differs 


in the cud it propoſes, and in its means of 


attainmg/that end, from thoſe religions that 
have been invented or carrupted by man, and. 


2-45 ſuperior to them all, as the glonous lu- 


"Job i minary 


Ke) 


minary of "_ to that d nn of the 
ſtagnant pool. 

It will be 3 labs to to SY itchy 
principle which gave birth to the monſtrous 
French Republic, and the conduct of the 
French Republicans, has been and is irre- 
concileable with the precepts which are 
given in the New Teſtament to regulate the 
civil duties oſ Chriſtians. It. will be proved 
that, when a nation is converted to Chriſti- 
anity, or a nation of Chriſtians is ſormed, a 
national predominancy ought to be * 
to the profeſſion of the Chriſtan faith, and 
that a national ſupport cannot eanſcientiouſly 
be . from the — of * | 
| Goſpel.,-' 

. bold be in vain to N * ey 
who deuy the truth of Chriſtianity, ſhould 
_ conſider thetoſelves as under any obligation 
to obſerve its precepts, or to ſupport a pub- 
b national profeſſion of it. But to thoſe, 
__ who do not deny it J addreſs myſelf, and call 
upon them to reflect, that if they admit the 
truth of Chriſtianity, they muſt not forget. 
that; as being true, it is eflentally diſtin- 
: from all other religions. They can«. 
not + think, what it is too much the made of: 
edi 2 2 the 
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the preſent day to think, that it is a matter 
of indifference of what religion any one 
makes a profeſſion, - To them it muſt be 
evident, that they who admit the truth of any, 
revealed religion are obliged, at the peril of 
their ſalvation, to act, at leaſt to intend to 
act, conformably to its precepts; aud that 
political duties are but moral duties of greater 
extent. I require them to bear iu mind that 
a national eſtabliſhment. has ever been re- 
garded as the moſt effectual means of, main- 
taining, euforcing and recommending the 
profeſſion of the Chriſtjan faith, and that al- 
though the zeal of proſelytiſm may be ridi- 
culed by man, negligence , and ine 
are eriminal before Gd. 

The Republicans of France 9 as eſta. 
dich it as au axiom, that all religions which 
claim the belief aud require the aſſent of 
mankind, on account of their pretenſions to 
a heavenly origin, all factitious religions, as 
a certain author the Abbe Raynal nom 
highly honoured in France, is pleaſed to call 
them, all, except thoſe. which all- ſufficient 
human reaſon frames for itſelf, are equally 
falſe, and impoſed by intereſted cunning on 
. Mg credulity. Hence they juſtify diſr 
B 2 75 * 


aud the deſtruteion of the national church. 
The force however of the evidence, both 


(my) 
— commands of che Goſpel, 


extern) and internal, of the truth of Chriſti» 
ainty has always, by the wiſeſt and beſt men 


bf every age, been dee med irreffagable· To 


produces arrange, and explain this evidence, 
fo elucidate the ſublime dectrines, and te+ 85 
mend the holy predepts of the Goſpel, 


_ talents of able and pious men have bern 
frequently exert ed. With ſuch ſueceſs have 


their labours in this glorious eauſe been 


dleſſec, chat it is not requiſite to do thut 
en; Eich Res- Wöokten beende forfutiss 
Sey! Binve, However, it. io the ebufthn 
practice of infidels to-produce again and again 


their S arguments, as they call them, 


their flippant objectiens rather, as if they had 


never been refuted, and ſince, unhappily, it is 
neceſſary frequently to remind Chriſtians 
themſelves-of their faith and duty, it may 
not be akogerher uſeleſs, brieſty to recapi- 
twat the proofs which/confirm the truth of 


the Chriſtian: religion, and to review-the cir- 
_ Evrnfianees by which in its nature, irs hiſ- 


„its propoſed end, and the conſequent 


| ene n e 9 is diſtin 


. 5 guiſhed 
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guiſned from all other religions e ee. 
nnn. id 
The Almighty. Qheatcr dss frordedbies 
bn more exalted in his facykitss , 
and more perfect. in his moral dharacter than 
he now is ſeen to be. He was fubjefted to | 
one poſitive conimand,:that by Hhis:obediener 
be might . demoaſtrate à voluntary depen- 
ator. Man however liſtened to the ſuggeſ· 
wons of an enemy to his happineſs; he re- 
belled ; he forfeited his claim to the Diving 
favour, and incurred thoſe penalties of which 
he had been forewarned.. It has been ſup- 
| poſed that the account, given in the thiæd 
chapter of Geneſis, of the fall of man. is iu- 
tended to convey, under an allegorical orm. 
a relation of ſome - act of diſobedience, in the 
guilt of which the whole human race, in 
Whether the wiſdom of God has thought 
fit thus imperfectly to reveal an event, which 
to know accurately might indeed gratify the 
curious and ſpeculative, but could ſupply to 
the penitent and humble no new motives to 


obedienee or helps to ſal vation, human con- 


uh however · preſumptuous, is income 
petent 


(uu) 


— Certain i ihn may 
diſcover in himſelf evil diſpoſitions, and 
ſtains of corruption indelible by any natural 
effort, which teſtify his fall from primeval 
innocence. He may diſcover, if with ſin · 
cerity he ſearch his own heart, a reluctance | 
to be dependent upon any being, even the > [4 
moſt wife and powerful, for thoſe: faculties | 
and advantages which his pride would per- 
ſuade him are ſelf · derived: he may, it is to 
de feared, diſcover that he feels an inclination 
to live. rather according to the preſent ex- 
ternal appearances of things, than according 
to rules preſcribed by a God, whoſe perfec- 
tions and attributes he cannot perceive or 
comprehend, and to whom he therefore 
madly preſumes: he may refuſe implicit ſub- | 
jeQion.: and he muſt be ſenſible of a deſire 1 
i1oũ' gratify thoſe ſenſual; appetites, which are | 
 meonfiſtent, in their ungoverned exceſs, with 
the purity of a being deſigned for. 2 mor 
exalted and refined ſtate of exiſtence. - 8 
ZBauch unboly propenſities, a n 
4 e the relation of his fall, conſtitute 
the moral turpitude of man's natural cha- 
rafter. God thereſore cannot, conſiſtently. 
with the on attribute of juſtice, regard - | 
4 a him | 5 


1 
him favourably. To extend mercy to Him 
on his own account would be capricious and 
inconſequent. Mortal meaiis of atonement 


there remained none. Man was loſt irre- 


trĩievably. It was determined, therefore, in 
the eternal wiſdom of the divine counſels, 


which it would argue preſumption in mor- 


tals to ſcan, that a Being, whoſe infinitely 
exalted nature might make ſuch an abaſe- 


ment the more aſtoniſhing, and demonſtrate 
to all ranks and orders of created virtues the 


heinouſneſs of fin, which required ſuch a 
facrifice, ſhould. take upon him the human 


nature, and after a life, the holy exemplar 


of thoſe duties which man is to perform; 
and of thoſe: tempers which he is to cheriſh, 
ſhould ſubmit to death; that by ſuch a ſa- 
crifice. and atonement he might deliver 
mankind from the wrath due to their na- 


tural corruption and their actual faults. 


This diſpenſation was not, however, haſtily 


or immaturely to be accompliſhed. He, 


who exiſts not in time, but in eternity, de- 


creed that four thouſand years ſhould paſs 
in a ſplendid aud awfol preparation for this 


ſtupendous inſtance of the Divine love. 


Firſt, 


IJ 


/ habitation, which -ſtilt bears many viſible 


_ eatt vues and ceremonies, aud even by fe- 


LES 
" Firſt, the wickednefs.of mais rendered at 
eepted, the whole ſpecies: The earth, their 


marks of God's terrible: judgement by the 
flood: of waters, was thus rendered + leſa 
eommodious abode for that proud and parity 
pered creature, on whoſe: mind the terrors 
or the mercies of God made no impreſſion. 
Then, withdraw ing his eyes from the greater 
part of mankind, thus the language of the 
holy ſctipture is accommodated to the: in- 
firmity; of our conceptions, the Almighty 
was pleaſed to choate to hunſelf a peculiar 

people. To the univerſal Father is not raſnly 
his: hands, that to their anzious care he 


might ontruſt his faithful protmiſts, chat 


thay might ſuſtai the continual expecta- 


Gully repeated facrifices, by various figaifi- 


might prefigure the one great: atonerhent of 


the death of Chriſt, the evantful hiſtory o“ 


i his 
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his church, and * ſpiritual graces of. his 


I 55 — * 


This nation, the expectants of his pro- 


miſed mercies, He makes the witneſſes of 
his glorious power. Delivering them with 


a mighty hand, He bears them on eagles 


„wings“ from the cruel bondage of their 
| n e He divides the waters of the 


ſea, that they may paſs ſafely through the 
mighty deep. The pillar of the cloud 


; guides them by day; the pillar of fire gives 


light to them by night. He feeds them i in 


the deſert wich the food of Angels, and a 


ſtream from the rock of one“ quenches 
their thirſt. He delivers, * amid thunder- 
© ings and lightnings and voices,” his holy 
law, at a future period to be ſpiricually ful- 


_ filled by the true Iſraclites, on the ſound 
of the “ ſtill, finall voice "OF the goſpel, 


the voice of meckneſs, mercy, and peace. 
Thus diſpenſing with the laws, and con- 


crouling the powers, of nature in their "fa- 


vour, at length he eſtabliſhes them'in the 


_ promiſed Canaan, the type of the peace and 


reſt of that bleſſed country, to which the 
pilgrims pom the deſert of wy world 
fn aſpite. | MOM 
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The evidence of theſe miracles is not 
eaſily to be controverted, ſince they are, in 
their nature, ſuch that they could not be 
counterfeited; ſuch that no one, at the time, 
could be convinced that they were per- 
formed, by any proof ſhort of ocular de- 
monſtration. The legiſlator of the Hebrews 
neither had, nor claimed to have, any hu- 
man right to authority over them; nor did 
his e in after times, retain any in- 


fluence. Vet did the Hebrews allow him, 


not only to eſtabliſh for ages their laws of 
eccleſiaſtical and civil polity, but even to 
regulate in the circumſtantial details of do- 
meſtic cxconomy and the minute concerns 
of private life. They ſubmitted, at his 
bidding, to the obligation of many and 
burthenſome rites, to the continual repeti- 
tion. of expenſive facrifices, and to the libe- 
ral maintenance of a prieſthood, uſeleſs ex- 


cept for the purpoſe of thoſe rites and ſa- 


crifices. That an individual would have 
been allowed to exerciſe all this power over 
1 people, unleſs they were convinced of his 
veracity, and ſaw good reaſon to admit his 
divine legation, cannot be believed by any, 
except by thoſe who are reſolved to believe 


| any 
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any thing rather than the word of God. 
This nation ſtill ſubſiſts. Diſperſed through 
the world, they bear with them thoſe lively 
oracles, for the atteſtation of which they 
were raiſed up at the firſt, and are the un- 
ſuſpected witneſſes of thoſe truths, which, 
in their ſpiritual import, they deny. 

In the interval between the eſtabliſhment 
of the law and the coming of the Meſſiah, 
it was the great duty of the Hebrews, by the 
dye obſervance of its figurative rites, to 
cheriſh within them the bleſſed hope of his 
coming. Many prophets and inſpired men 
were ſent by God to recal them to their 
duty, and to © prepare the way of the 
* Lord.” They propheſied alſo in terms 
obſcure at firſt, but gradually clearer, of the 
time and manner of his coming, of the 
nature of his miſſion, and of the wonder» ' 
ful effects it ſhould produce both in the 
viſible and inviſible world. At length, in 
the fullneſs of time, the Word, the Son of 
God, ſo is the divine author of our redemp- 
tion called, co- eternal and co-equal with the 
Father and Holy Spirit, according to the 
awful and incomprehenſible myſtery re- 

3 2 vealed 


6 

vals concerning the exiſtence of the.ever- 
_ adored Trinity, i is born, by an ineffable ge- 
neration, of a pure virgin. Rejecting hu- 
man ſplendor, as inconſiſtent with his pur- 
poſe, he is born in a ſtate, to mortal eyes, 
mean and contemptible. . Vet the multitude. 
of the heavenly hoſt ſings the natal hytan 


of the babe at Bethlehem: thither the Magi 


of the eaſt are guided by a ſupernatural. 
light; and there the child Jeſus is preſerved: 
by divine ſolicitude from the inſidious ADDY 
of a jealous tyrant. 


His youth paſſed in obſcurity, on Ader 155 
ing upon the bleſſed work of his miſſion, 


the Saviour of the world is made known by 


the declarations of his precurſor, and by the 
| glorious vaice from heaven, © This is my 


6 beloyed Son.” The exalted doctrines 
that he taught, the holy precepts that he 
delivered, the piety, meekneſs, ſelf-denial, 
and patience that he exemplified, Can wor- 


thily be told only by that beautiful ſimplicizy 
of the evangelical writers, which, diſdaining 


to ſeek to ornament a ſubject too grand for 
human amplification, is at once correct, 
pure, energetic, animated, ſublime. 

„„ 0 Thus 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


human. Men every where received with joy 


N 


. Thus paſſed the Redeemer's life. Ar 
length the Lamb of God bled upon the al- 
tar of the croſs; reconciled, by that all- 
powerful propitiation, earth to heaven, and 
by his precious death purchaſed for man the 
means of grace, and the hope of glory. 
The body in which he endured humilia- 
tion, after a triumphant victory over death, 
was received up into heaven, and clothed 
with eternal light, that thoſe who at his 
ſecond coming to judgement ſhall be found 
acceptable, may be exalted to the fame 
place, whither their Saviour Chriſt 3s gous 
before. | 
Such is the catholic faith. 1 63 
truths, the doctrines and precepts delivered 
to the world by apoſtles and martyrs, who 
joyfully met death in all his terrors, to de- 
monſtrate that they hoped for no other re- 
ward, than that which the poſpel yy 
taught ſecured to them. 
- The fplendid ſucceſs which the ee met 


with, is, under the cireumſtances of its pro- 
mulgation, not to be accounted for, without _ 


fuppofing the aſſiſtance of power more than 


the glad tidings; in the courſe of a few 
. 8 7 cen- 


3 C is } 
|  beuturies, the once deſpiſed croſs was ele- 
vated above the enſigus of ſupreme autho- 


rity, and the kingdoms of this world be- 


came the kingdoms of God and of his Chriſt, 
Ip be providence of God, for the fins of the 
Chriſtian world, at this time permits a large 


and fair portion of his church to be perſecuted 


and inſulted by vain philoſophizing ſophiſts. 
They, however, it is to be feared, find 
their chief objection to the Chriſtian faith, 
in the neceſſity which it impoſes of pure 
and godly living, in the humility, meekneſs 


and charity which it requires, in the po- 


verty of ſpitit and renunciation of worldly 
. tempers which it demands, and even in the 
refined nature of the reward that it propoſes. 
Obedience to the commands of the goſpel 


is, nevertheleſs, a reaſonable ſervice. ' It is 


reaſonable, that he who is redeemed from 
this/preſent world, ſhould by every method 
detach and wean his affections from it, and 
ſet them on things above. He muſt there- 
fore practiſe thoſe virtues, peculiar to Chriſ- 
tiauity, which produce that bleſſed effect. 
It is juſt that he, who is called to the hope 
of a life in heaven ſhould cheriſh that hope, 
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and form within him a heavenly temper and 
frame of mind. He whoſe falvation is un- 
certain, and who owes that ſalvation ſolely 
to. the mercy of God, ſhould, conſiſtently 
with ſuch a ſenſe of frailty and demerit, 
walk humbly with God, and meekly with 
man. If God ſo loved the world as to re- 
deem it by the blood of his Son, from 
thence we are become worthy objects of py 
love of each other. 

The duties which the goſpel enjoins as 
not then unmeaning, nor merely poſitive 
duties, but have a ſtrict relation to the cauſe 
of the incarnation of the Son of God, a 
near ebay to the effect to ode produced by 
it. 

They, 4 minds are unſophiſtiested. 
and who yet can form a candid judgement, 
will not fail to diſcover in Chriſtianity thoſe 
characteriſtics which diſtinguiſh a true from 
a falſe religion. Let ſuch men reflect, that 
during the firſt ages of the church, the 
profeſſion of the Chriſtian faith preſented 


no allurement of fame, eaſe, or honour, 


but, on the contrary, expoſed to contempt, 
1 agg bee. that the facts al- 


ledged | 


44 


ledoed in evangelical hiſtory were never de- 
nied even by thoſe who refuſed to allow-its 


divine authority: that, in every age, even 


from the diſſenſions of Chriſtians among 
themſelves, may be drawn an invincible ar- 
gument in favour of the truth of thoſe goſ- 
pels, to which they all afſented, While they 
difagreed in almoſt all other particulars : 
they will then diſcover in what points 
Chriſtianity differs from that natural reli- 
gion, which the pertneſs and petulance of 
this age ſo much encourages; from that 
atkeiſm, which cannot, from that deiſm; 


Let them reflect, that Chriſtianty was 
not propagated by the ſword of mighty 
eonquerors, but by the preaching of twelve 


poor and literate men, by the force of mi- 


radles atteſting the divine co-operation, and 
firſt P rofeſſors: that, neither by thoſe things 


which it permits in this world, nor by thoſe 

which it promiſes in the world to come, 
does it pamper the ſenſuality, gratify the 

pride, ot inflame the ambition, of man: 

rhey will then diſcover in what it differs 
from -that religion which philoſophy values 

| next 


whach does not, pretend 'to a revelation. 


150 


nerr to LF, he religion of the ſenſual; the 


{tipetious; the bloody impoſtor of Arabia 


Let them reflect, that the times 4 


promulgation, in the ſeveral gradations 01 


 Fevelation; by promiſe, by type, by prophe- 


cy, by accompliſhment, are exactly deter- 


mmed; that it bore at the firſt; and ſtill is 
able to bear, the teſt of ſevere and enlighten- 
ed inquiry; that it includes neither abſur- 


dity nor contradiction; that its morality is 
pure and berievolent, and ſuch that the wiſeſt 
and beſt of men of all ages have acquieſced 


it it, as leading man to the higheſt degree of 
perſonal and ſocial perfection: they will then 


diſcern by what markes it is diſting 


| fromthe unauthorized tiles; the groſs and 


ſtupid abſurdities, the diſtorted inſtitutions, 
both religious and political, of Paganiſm, and 


or all other ſuperſtitions by which, in Trdia; 
China, and America, human reaſon is di- 


Lens. and the ſocial order diſturbed. 
-" Zeal, for, bleſſed be God, Ie Mek 


avid good to be zealouſiy affected in a 
good eauſe, may perhaps have indueed me 


to enlarge too much on this glorious ſub- 
a,” May what has here been ſaid be ſuf: | 
6 * "Rr wen e wi ef Chriſtians 


Lv a * * 
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the-raore i 1 proofs and peculiar ex- 
cellencies of our religion; and to expoſo 
the pitiful miſapprehenſions and futile ſob- 
derſuges by which modern philoſophers at- 
tempr to r e and en is 
= 3 to peatiined in AA 
ſpocts the French nation, in the courſe of 
the late revolution, has violated the rules, 
which, as Chriſtian, it ought to have held 
ſucred. Here, unhappily, a wide field is 
open before me: oer this extent I mean 
not however accurately to trace the ſeveral - 
fieps of the republicans, but to review ra- 
ther. their principles, againſt which alone 
argument cap be brought, than their actions, 
which power alone cag-reſtrain'or puniſh, | 
The grand richt whieh the revolutioniſts 
wiſh to eſtabliſh, is the right of rebellion: 
unleſs this be eſtabliſhed conſiſtently with 
Chriſtian principles, their proceedings are 
cetearly irxeconcileable with Chriſtian duty. 
The Right of Rebellion is, in fact, if govern- 
ment have any right at all, the right they 
chim. They call it indeed by ſeveral po- 
pular names, and diſguiſe or conceal thoſe 
features, niche in their full deformity, 
(7 7 would 
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would ſhock and difguſt mankind. The 
people are told, very plauſibly, that they ars 
the only juſt, true, and legal fovereign ; that 
is, the ſame perſons are both ſupreme and 
fabje& ;- every man is his own king, and 
all governments, except that of 'a mob, are 
uſurpations. It is argued, that the people, 
whenfoever it ſhall be their ſovereign will 
and pleaſure, may overturn any govern- 
ment, for if they did not frame it, it w 
uſurpation; if they did frame it, they ſure- 
Iy may difpofe at will of the work of their 
own: hands. Nay; this right of rebellion is | 
not only a right, but a duty; and not only 
& duty, but the moſt ſacred of all duties. 
* Inſurrection,“ ſays a pompous and once 
| applauded orator, though, according fo his 
plan, the meaning of the word is 97 ob- 
ſcare, fince, if the people be ſovereign, 
5 whom are they to riſe ?—* Inſur- 
tection is the moſt ſacred duty of man;“ 
andthe National Convention very lately has 
authoritatively re-echoed the ſentiment. If 
this ſublime rant did not lead to diſorder, 


vice, and miſery,” ir might be treated with 


comempt, as rank and Feutous nonſenſe. 
Bur fince, when men forget that they are 
8 | D2 2 
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Chriſtians, they are ſoon perſuaded to exer - 
ciſe the right c of rebellion, it is neceſſary to 
ſubject this right to a ſober diſquiſition on 
| Chriſtian principles, chat although philoſo- 
phers are led aſtray by their own lighis, 
Chriſtians may be retained in the path of 
o it 
This right . is vs to be Jarived from: 
the nathral equality, and the impreſcriptible 
rights, of man. This dark cloud of unſub · 
ſtantial metaphyſics would not have over- 
| ſhadowed, France, had not the people per- 
verſcly refuſed. to be guided by the light. 
which the goſpel affords. . They, who pro- 
fels the Chriſtian religion, are either already 
ide ſubjedts of ſome government, or they 
are in a ſtate, which has been imagined, but 
which perhaps neyer exiſted except in ima - 
gination, about to frame a government for 
c themſelves, and rightfully poſſeſſed of the 
power of doing ſo In the firſt cafe, the 
| expreſs words o of ſcripture oblige them con- 
„ to ſubmit to the powers Which 
ert and exerciſe authority: over them. 
| Theſe _ Powers, the ſcripture; tells them, do 
oh either actually or or r virtually, proceed 
from the, people, but are ordained of, od 
4 1 8 a | N 
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No. whimſical theories can juſtify them in 
diſturbing the order of a good and even tole- 
rable government. Even if it be their lot 


do live under a bad government, they are to 


conſider the evils brought upon them by it, 
As ordained by the good providence of God 
for a wholeſome trial of their patient endu- 
rance. They are to reflect, that a ſubmiſ- 
ſive conformity to the Divine will may 
change temporal evils into ſpiritual bleſſings. 
They are therefore to ſuffer them, as they 
are to ſuffer the phyſical and moral evils, 
which abound, perhaps predominate, in the 
world. They are to remember that the 
light afflictions of the preſent time are not 
worthy to be compared to the glory that 
| ſhall be revealed. If oppreſſed or unjuſtly; 
treated in their civil capacity, they are not 
to return evil for evil; if perſecuted for their 
adherence to their faith, they are to rejoice 
and be exceeding glad. | Such is the lan- 
guage of the divine writings 3 3: ſuch was the, 
practice of the primitive profeſſors of our 
holy faith under Roman and G under 
Fans and Chriſtian emperors. 
If, according to the ſecond hypotheſis, 1 
dan ever happen that Chriſtians, fairly re- 
172 I leaſed 
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laſet: Hom every tie which tenz iert cg 
the government, which they, till that time, 
bad obeyed, er, having never before been 
vnited in civil ſociety, ſhould have to frame 
a government for themſelves, it is their duty, 
after having eſtabliſhed their civil polity, on 
fuch principles and for ſuch purpoſes as are 
not inconſiſtent with Chriſtian morality, to 

keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of 
peace, to fear God, and to honour, what- 
ever ſhape they may have given it, the ſu- 
preme authority. They are not to conſider 


themſelves as at liberty to violate, whenever 


they ſhall pleaſe, the ſolemu compact of 
obedience for protection, which is always 

Implied; and is not the leſs binding, certainly 
deeauſe, as ir is ſuppoſed in this caſe, it has 
received the expreſs and perſonal aſſent of 
botly parties. They are not at liberty, in 
ese ar any meg Wader whiitover W 
of government, to ſport, according to the 
dictates of an unbridled will, with the hap- 


pineſs of thouſands, always endangered, of- 


ten deſtroyed, by the miſchievous licentiouſ- 
neſs of a revolution. They are ever bound 


to reſpect the ſafety, the property, and, 
d are often dearer than ſafety and pro- 


2 , 
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perty, the appropriate rights, the honour- 


able privileges, the ennobling diſtinctions, 
of all the members of the ſocial union 


Such a line of conduc even common ho- 


neſty of principle would direct all men to 


purſue; ſuch will ever be followed aſſuredly 


by thoſe, who in their civil capacity act un- 


ger the influence of that Chriſtian ſpirit of 
meekneſs, peace, and charity, which cannot 
conſiſt MAY violence, Gloeders = _ 
ſion. 
- Is ryranoy; then, it will bo aſked, Won 
preſs at will 1 Is the eruelty and injuſtice of 


| deſpots, a name lately given to princes with- 


out exception, even to thoſe who exerciſe 


with mildneſs their legal power, the only 
cruelty and injuſtice which Chriſtianity al- 


lows? When the governor can no longer 


be conſidered as the miniſter of God for 


good, is he ſtill to be obeyed as the miniſter 
of God ? Theſe queſtions. are inſidious and 
carilling; they ſeem to be propoſed by 
men, who deſire to know how [ſoon they = 


may allowably begin to create confuſion. 


They purpoſe to bring into diſrepute the 
Chriſtian duty of obedience to the magilſ- 
brate, by thowing its n although the 

Aufi 
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difficulty of performing any duty cannot 
make the performance of it leſs indiſpenſable, 
Ir may, however, be anſwered, without re- 
tracting what has been ſaid reſpecting the 


* of thoſe Chriſtians, who unfortunately 
are ſubje& to real and unqualified deſpotiſm, 


"Wk there is perhaps no government, now. 


in the Chriſtian world, in which the people 
have not ſome conſtitutional rights; or in 
which the ſovereign is not, by ſome actual 
oath, or by ſome condition, expreſſed or im- 
plied, by ſome fundamental laws, by cuſ- 
roms long eſtabliſhed, and even by the im. 


pPtoved manners of the age, reſtrained within | 
certain limits 1 in the-exerciſe or abuſe of his 


Power. It may, perhaps, be granted, that 
undet forms of goverutnent not abſolutely 
deſpotic, | when the purpoſes for which the 
government is eſtabliſhed, are defeated by 
the nototious abuſe of it; When, inſtead 


of affording protection from injuſtice and 


- wrongs, irfelf inflicts them; when it vio- 
lates the laws which i it ſhould enforce, the 
ratio ultima,” not of kings only," bur alſo of 


the people, muſt decide the cauſe. The 


neceſſity of the caſe perhaps may excuſe the 
ral meaſure.” Republics, however, ate; 
of 


10 


cf all governments, the laſt that allow of 
ſuch an appeal. Monarchs have ſometimes 
given to their ſubjects the ſword inſcribed, 


Pro me. Si merear, in me. Republics are not 
ſo generous. They are not influenced by a 
ſenſe of ſhame: They are not reſtrained by 
a fear of-/puniſhment. Religiou alone can 


temper their ferocity; and religion the un- 
happy republic of France has declared to be 


a thing indifferent and valueleſs. The evil, 
however, of a bad government, or the abuſe 
of a good one, muſt not be imagined mere- 


ly, but felt; it muſt be proved, not by ar- 


gument, but by ſuffering; the grievance 
muſt be long endured ; all other refources - 
and means of remedy muſt be exhauſted, 


and all hope of other relief be cut off, ere 


forcible reſiſtance can be excuſable; Ideal 
theories of a metaphyſical perfection of go- 
verument can no more: juſtify recourſe to 
violence, or a refuſal of a'reaſonably good 


government when offered, than cam the vi- 


ſionary illuſious of the fanatic, or the per- 
turbed ravings of the madman, A revolu- 
tion muſt not aven be thought of, till a 
dreadſul, a dite neceſſity demands it. It 


daould never be remembere f aſterward with 
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triumph or exultation; for even though the 
conſequences be happy and proſperous, that 
a revolution was neceflary, was at the time, 
an evil. Such commemoration, which, 
though it ſometimes proceeds from error, 
yet ſometimes looks forward to miſchief, 


tends to efface all ſenſe of the beauty and 


excellence of order, and encourages a turbu- 


lent efferveſcence of diſcontent, which is 
prejudicial to the common intereſt, and is 


inconſiſtent with the . 5 of a be⸗ 
neficent religion. 


If the Ways idkoseres th ty be 
party (ben in another point of view, it will 


be found that the rights of e ariſing from 


* 1 


| Sew are 3 d every Chriſtian 


precept given - to- regulate domeſtic. duty. 
This unnatural natural equality muſt be 


| builded on the ruins of the rights of fathers, 


maſtexs, -.and huſbands. - For Why needs | 


any one to obey an equal? Tbe precept, 


« Children obey your parents in the Lord,” 
muſt be diſregarded, when the child, in 


virtue of, his citizenſhip, is the equal of his 
parent, and has rights, which are conſtantly 


and neceſſarily. in contradiftion: to the prin- 


; cats £33 4 ; ciple 
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eiple of filial obedience, and may eventually 
come into competition with the performance 
of the duty. The precept, Servants obey 
your maſters,” will probably not be mueh 
attended to in a ſtate, which, by its conſti- 
tutional declaration, authoriſes the ſervant to 
pay only ſo much obedience to the maſter as 
he ſhall find convenient, or ſpecifically 


agree for. Maſters will in general find it 


very much to contribute to their domeſtio 


peace and proſperity, that their ſervants, re- 


curring to a book which they were'taught 


to reverence as a rule of life, ſhould find 


themſelves, by that authority, commanded 


to obey their maſter S, not with eye-ſer- | 
vice as men-pleaſers, but as the ſervants 


« of Chriſt, dong the will of God from the 
„heart.“ 

Tube holy law of tha Chriſtian legiſlator 
reſpetting marriage has been formally abro- 


gated, by the Republicans of France. It is 


ordained by Jeſus Chriſt, that the wife ſhall 


not be divorced, except for the crime of 


adultery; of which crime he alſo ſhall be 
guilty, who ſhall; marry her that is put away. 
The enlightened legiſlators of the French 


RI have declared marriage to be merely 


1 a civil 
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4 Civil contract, diſſolvable at the pleaſure of 


the contracting parties. This their decree 
ſurely needs no comment. It is needleſs to 
prove that, when human laws are made in 
contradiction to, and in contempt of, the 
law of God, the legiſlators ſtand: convicted 
of daring and ſhameleſs impiety. 

Thus are we abliged to fight pro aris et 
flies againſt rhe endtapbyſical republicans. 


For, if the tender ſentiments, which adorn 


the character, and conſtitute the happineſs, 


of man in domeſtic life, do not overpower 


the ſullen and unfeeling theories upon which 


cold-hearted philoſophers now with ro form 


his political character, even his domeſtic 


happineſs will be deſtroyed. All the en- 
dearing charities, which, originating in na- 


ture, are approved by reaſon and fanctioned 
by religion, will be diſſolved; and a loſs 


will be ſuſtained, which even a true, a fe- 


eure and generous liberty could not enn 
te Dl 


Humanity ſhrinks from a ende of | 


frauds and perjuries, maſſacres and affaſſina- 
tions, in the perpetration of which, the au- 
thority of Chriſtian precepts has been ſet at 
nought. The exerciſe of the Right of Re- 


bellion, 


of + 
- bellion, in the hands of modern philoſophers, 
renders theſe unavoidable. By theſe crimes 
the character of human nature has been 
deeply injured; for they have been com- 
mitted with a cool and ſavage exultation in 
human miſery, with an air of unfeeling 


wiemph, with an outrageous rejection of 


even a decent pretext of juſtice'or compaſſion, 
of all which, till now, human nature was 


deemed incapable, The veil which con- 


cealed the exceſs of her moral deformity has 

been rudely torn away: it has been ſhewn 
| what a horrid and ſavage animal man is, 
when, dead to ſhame and honour, he has 
loſt alſo the religious ſenſe ; is unreſtrained 
by the fear of God, unawed by the terrors 


of eternity. Theſe crimes haye reached 
their utmoſt height. The facred Majeſty of 


an anointed King, a good, a juſt man, a 
mild, a benevolent father of his people, has 
been ſacrilegiouſly dragged to the ſcaffold ; 
he has been there with moſt barbarous in- 
dignity murdered ; and to his mangled body, 
with wanton inſult, have been denied the 


rites,” the awful N revered rites of | 


18 riſtian. burial. 
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The conduct of the French Republicans 
in pillaging and deſtroying the Church eſta- 
bliſhed in France, remains the laſt ſubject of 
_ diſcuſſion. The injuſtice of ſuch a proceed- 
ing, and the loſs which France has ſuffered 
by it in a moral and political view, has al- 
ready been treated of by others with energy 
and ſenſibility. Conſiſtently with the deſign 
of this work, it is requiſite to ſhew, that 
they have acted in a manner injurious to the 
Church of Chriſt, and deſtructive of its true 
intereſts, and that their conduct therefore 
calls for the reprobation, and deſerves the 
abhorrence of the Chriſtian world. Vain 
would be the attempt to excite in them auy 
compunction for the wrongs they have com- 
mitted; but there is hope that other nations 
may be preſerved from the contagion of ſuch 
an example. The Philoſophers of France 
contend, that it is not a duty incumbent 
upon a nation, in its corporate capacity, to 
profeſs any religion at all. That a ſtate may 
allowably ſubſiſt indifferent to all religion, 
not acknowledging any particular faith or 
form of worſhip, not recogniſiug, as its pro- 
teftor, preſerver, or n any heaven- 


ly 
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ly author of mankind, is an opinion that can» 
not be generally admitted, till man ſhall have 
loſt all moral ſentiment, and the ſocial union 
ſhall become as lawleſs a combination of fe- 
rocious animals as the herd of mountain 
wolves. 
Leet us hear the voice of nature and reaſon, 
whom even philoſophers are not unwilling, 
ſince they are but abſtract ideas to acknow- 
ledge as Divinities ; but ſeeking them with 
_ overweening confidence in themſelves, they 
miſtake for thoſe fair forms, paſſion and 
pride. Nature and Reaſon, who guide to 
Chriſtianity the penitent and humble, thoſe 
who lament the frailty of the former and\are 
duly ſenſible of the fallibility of the latter, 
nature and reaſon proclaim that every indi- 
vidual rational creature of the Lord and 
Father of the Univerſe is bound to maintain 
and to profeſs a humble and ſincere allegi- 
ance to his Creator and Sovereign, to expreſs 
gratitude to him for his benefits, and to re- 
ceive with ſubmiſſive reverence his divine 
revelations. If thoſe revelations point out 
the means of eternal happineſs in a future 
ſtate, man is bound to embrace thoſe means 
: 15 Joyful 2 - 
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That aggregate of individuals, which com- 
poſes a nation, is bound alſo to manifeſt its 
allegiance to Ged by the fame expreſſions of 
fear and love. But it is in duty bound, be- 
cauſe it is able, to do more. Its duties are 
increaſed in proportion to its powers. As 
every individual is bound to ſerve God with 
all. bis might, with all the faculties of his 
ſoul and body; ſo is the nation alſo bound to 
| ſerye him with its collected ſtrength, with 
| its united force. Much has God left to be 
| performed by human means on earth, for | 

the ſervice and intereſts of his kingdom in d 
Heayen. Much ſpiritual benefit has the Di- 
vine wiſdom permitted to be. diſpenſed by 
man to man. In the ordinary courſe of Pro- 
vidence, men, ſingly or united, convey to 
their felloy · creatures thoſe bleſſings, of 11 
which, though they could neither directiy | 
give them, nor of themſelves withhold | 
them, they are, by: the Author of . thoſe 1 
dleſſings, made the intermediate diſtributors. 
They who, whether ſingly or united, have 
- the means of conferring, good, ſhall give av 
awful account of, the uſe. made by them of 
the. powers x wih whey, they, are entruſted. 
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The nation then, it may be inferred, is not 
only in conſcience bound to endeavour to 
ſecure the temporal peace and proſperity of 
all who compoſe it, but alſo to provide, as 
far as it can provide, for their eternal hap- 
pineſs. It may juſtly dread to be rejected 
by the Almighty God, in its corporate ca- 
pacity, if it neglect this duty; ſince no other 
object, for the attainment of which men are 
ſuppoſed tq unite in civil ſociety, can ſo de- 
ſervedly claim their attention, or ought even 
to be brought into competition with it. It 
can never be thought that it is the duty of 
the ſtate to exert all its power to produce 
temporal benefit, but that it may allowably 
| neglect the means which it has of producing 
eternal good. Such an opinion can never be 
entertained, except by Atheiſtical philoſo- 
phers, to whom the concerns. of eternity 
are of no importance. Such an opinion 
would not for a moment be endured, except 
in an age which wealth and pleaſure, and 
general levity of mind, haye — re- 
gardleſs of eternal "AER : 
Ib be ſtate then, if it be at all anxious to 
| commend | its national concerns to the divine 
"3 F protection, 
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protection, is obliged to chooſe, among the 
teligions which preſent themſelves, that one 
hich it may think moſt worthy of its eleo· 
tion. It may not be indifferent in this 
choice; for it is a matter of high eoncern 3 
ſince, though men, individually or united in 
_ fociety, may poſſibly, by the mercy of God, 
be ſaved in different religions, they can do 
ſaved only in that which they ſincerely be- 
lieve to be true. To this religion which the 
ſtate ſhall chooſe, a predominancy muſt bo 


given; a public preference combined with 
due toleration of other religions. It muſt de 


reverenced by the power, it muſt de fanc- 
tioned by the laws, it muſt be taught by the 
authority of the ſtate. It muſt be recom- 


mended by the perfuaſive example of — 


wiſe and good; it muſt be adorned by the 


munificence of the rich; "nd ſuſtained by 


the zeal and affection of all. 


The proviſion for the Wachen er this fe- 


Aid muſt not be precarious, leſt religion 


nſelf be forced to rely, for ſupport, upon 1 


caprice or paſſion of the multitude ; Jeſt che 


pearl of great price be trodden under the feet 


of thoſe who are at all IR tod 1nſenfible 
| of 
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of its value, and who will ever wiſh to diſ- 


cover that to be unneceſſary, which they 


experience to be burthenſome or expenſive. 


This proviſion muſt be independent, that 
there may be no temptation for thoſe wha 
teach or adminiſter in this religion, to core 


rupt its truths, diſpenſe with its holy rites, 
or to omit. its decent. ceremonies, that they 
may pleaſe their congregations : for men in 
general, it is to be feared, are inclined rather 


to approve of thoſe miniſters who make re- 
ligion, both in faith and practice, what they 


are pleaſed to denominate ſimple and eaſy, 
chan of thoſe who preach that religion which, 
as the true religion does, confounds their 
pride and controuls their paſſions. This pro- 
viſion ſhould alſo be liberal, that the teachers 
may receive the willing reſpect of the poor, 
to whoſe condition of life their's ought to be 
ſuperior z and not be injured by the faſtidious 
contempt of the rich, to whoſe condition 
their's; ought. to be equal. Thus will the 
Chriſtian ate, for I certainly mean not to 
ſpeak of any other, acquit itſelf of its firſt 
and moſt important duty, which is to inſtruct 


and educate the people under its care, whom it 


„ 


. ought 
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ought ts conſider as its children, in ſuch & 


mannet that they may become, when the 
time of thelt' tranſitory abode on eatth ſhall 


be completed, fit members of the glotious 
ſociety of heaven; fir ſubjects of the great 
King of tlie FRET and eternal 'king4 
dom. Thus may Chriſtians too acquit them- 


ſelyes of their firſt and moſt important duty; 


that of believirig with the heart, and con- 


fefling with the thouth unto falvation. Thus 


will the vitible Church of Chriſt ſubſiſt on 
earth in peace and charity, nouriſhed by the 


ſacraments, comforted by the word, ind 


united in the worſhip of God. 


Whether He who ruleth in thi kinglbeh 


of the world, will puniſh other nations by 


that ſcourge with which, for more that 


four years, France has been afflicted ; whe- 
ther He will permit the church and monar- 
chy of France to be finally aboliſhed, and 
the example of France to have the imtnediate 
or remote effect of exciting to revolt the ſubs 
jects of other governments; theſe things 
are yet involved in the doubt and darkneſs of 
futurity. But mortals, though preſcience 


be wiſely denied to them, may conjecture 
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and reflect, may reaſon on the paſt, and 


diſcover probable and wholeſome r means of 


prevention for the future. 


The French republic propoſes ill, both 
by force and fraud, to the imitation of man- 
kind. Under the ſpecious pretext of cotit- 


bating ſuperſtition, tyranny and prejudice, . 


it wars, with implacable enmity; againſt the 


Chriſtian religion; and threatens the entire 
' overthrow of all the ſyſtems upon which, at 


preſent, reſt the order and happineſs of civil 
ſociety. But the principles of the French 
are mort to be dreaded than their arms: for 
with ſorrow it muſt be confeſſed, that the 
minds of Chriltians in general are but little 
occupied by the truths which their holy faith 
teaches, but little impreſſed with a ſenſe of 
thoſe duties which it impoſes: Far from 
thinking it necefliry for them as Chriſtians 
to baniſh entirely from their thoughts the 
philoſophy of France, they ſeem to think, 

that they may allowably indulge in licen- 
tious ſpeculations, and be as unſettled with 


reſpect to political opinions as folly or fancy 


may incline them to be. They conſider 
e relating to obedience to the go- 
vernment, 


"Ts 
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vernment, or the maintenance of an eſta 
bliſhed church, as queſtions merely. of po- 
litical expediency, and are not aware that in 
theſe points their Chriſtian duty is inti- 
mately concerned. They are not therefore 
ſufficientiy prepared againſt the infuſion of 
noxious principles. They have not a. fixed 
ſenſe of what is right, at all times ready to 
exclude and repel what is wrong. The 
moſt probable method then of enſuring. ſuc- 
ceſs in the conflict with impiety and anarchy, 
is to endeavour, by every method, to in- 
fluence the minds of the people by the truths 
of Chriſtianity ; to renew the impreſſion. of 
thoſe truths where it is obliterated ; and to 
convince Chriſtians; that their religion con- 
demns, both in general principle and prac- 
tical detail, the French Revolution. A great 
and powerful enemy to Chriſtianity has 
ariſen in the very heart of Chriſtendom; but 
ſophiſtry and delufion are the nerves of its 
ſtrength: ſophiſtry, by which it perſuades 
to infidelity ; deluſion, by which it excites 
to rebellion. Let Chriſtians then be true to 
themſelves, and without forſaking charity, 
let them no a be guilt of lukewarm in- 
| | 3 
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difference or affected liberality in matters of 
high importance to their peace and happineſs 
in this world, and upon which depend alſo 
intereſts of infinite concern, A ſincere con- 
viction of the truth of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion will be the firm ſupport of ſocial order ; 


a ſincere practice of its duties will draw 
down the bleſſing of God. 
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